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Welcome to the Tenth Annual Camp Kudzu Benefit Luncheon! Thank you 
for supporting this important effort.  It has been our privilege to serve as 
co-chairs of this special celebration along with the committee members.  
Raising the funds to support children living with type 1 diabetes is always 
an important reason to unite, but it’s even more significant this year as 
we pay tribute to Alexandra “Alex” Allen and recognize the inaugural class 
of the Camp Kudzu Ambassadors. 

Eighteen years ago, after her two children were diagnosed with type 1 
diabetes, Alex realized that other children and families living with this 
incurable disease needed more support than was readily available.  Alex 
rallied friends and doctors together to address the needs of insulin-
dependent children in Georgia. Camp Kudzu was born!  Since then, 
Alex has served as Founding Board member, lead volunteer, and, most 
recently, Executive Director.

In addition to paying tribute to Alex’s contributions and sharing 
lighthearted moments, we are delighted to recognize the inaugural 
class of Camp Kudzu Ambassadors.  They collectively represent Alex’s 
successful efforts. We know that they will continue to light the way for 
children who need our programs — like Alex did years ago—to make sure 
that no child has to face type 1 diabetes alone.  

Since Camp Kudzu offered its first session, thousands of children have 
benefited from the programs.  As the number of children in Georgia 
diagnosed with type 1 diabetes increases every year, the resources 
needed to help them must also grow.  We are here today honoring the 
unwavering commitment of Alex, recognizing the young people who have 
benefited from that commitment, and acknowledging their commitment 
to light the way for future campers.  We are proud and thankful for 
the efforts of the committee and supporters that make Camp Kudzu’s 
programs possible and for Alex Allen and the Camp Kudzu Ambassadors.

Sincerely, 

 
Ann & Pat Brumbaugh, Co-Chairs 
2017 Annual Benefit Luncheon Co-Chairs
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10:00 AM GUEST REGISTRATION AND SILENT AUCTION
Crystal Room and Foyer

12:00 PM LUNCHEON
East and West Ballrooms

WELCOME REMARKS
Robert G. Shaw, Camp Kudzu Executive Director

Katie Walls, WSB-TV Meteorologist, Luncheon Hostess

12:30 PM:  SILENT AUCTION CLOSES

BENEFIT LUNCHEON 
Tribute to Alexander Allen, Former Camp Kudzu 

Executive Director And Co-Founder

INTRODUCTION OF INAUGURAL CLASS OF AMBASSADORS
Catherine “Kaki” Bennett

Jamie Cross
Anna Rambo

Katie Rhea
Kelsey Rogowski

Andrew Sturniolo

FUND-A-CAMPER

1:30 PM:  SILENT AUCTION CHECK-OUT
Crystal Room



KATIE WALLS, WSB-TV

Katie Walls joined Severe Weather Team 2 in June 2014. Prior to joining WSB-
TV, Katie worked in southwest Florida and southern Illinois, where she met her 
husband, Ryan. The couple welcomed their son, Kenneth, in December 2016.

Graduating Phi Beta Kappa, Katie received her Bachelor of Science degree 
in Meteorology from Florida State University in 2007. (During her tenure at 
FSU, she performed in the Florida State Flying High Circus!) After her stint 
in Tallahassee, she attended Penn State University for her Master of Science 
degree in Meteorology and focused her thesis on flooding. While at PSU she 
honed her forecasting skills and was one of the meteorologists on the state-
wide show, Weather World. 

Born and raised in wild and wonderful West Virginia, Katie has always had a 
passion for weather. She remembers crippling blizzards and devastating floods 
in her hometown of Lewisburg. Her drive to understand the science behind 
the weather led to a career in meteorology.

In 2010 Katie was awarded the prestigious Certified Broadcast Meteorologist 
designation by the American Meteorological Society. This award is given 
to degreed meteorologists who exhibit extensive weather knowledge and 
communication skills.

Katie enjoys traveling and spending time outdoors with her family.



Welcome to the 10th Annual Camp Kudzu Benefit Luncheon. The staff, 
volunteers and I are all grateful to share this special gathering with 
you as we celebrate Alex Allen’s leadership these past 18 years as a 
founding member and most recently as Executive Director. Today we 
also will recognize our most committed alumni and the very heart of 
our organization, our Camp Kudzu Ambassadors. Together Andrew, 
Anna, Jamie, Kaki, Katie and Kelsey have illuminated the way for future 
camper generations with a combined 90 years of committed giving.

Camp Kudzu’s vital purpose is to educate, inspire and empower 
our children and families living with type 1 diabetes (T1D). Since 
our inception, Camp Kudzu has positively transformed the lives of 
more than 3,500 children and their families. In the past year alone, 
we reached a high mark in serving more than 700 campers through 
summer and year-round programs.

We also find ourselves at a pivotal time, as we position ourselves to 
achieve more, expand our organizational footprint and reach the most 
children living with T1D across the state of Georgia that we possibly can. 
Our most critical goals for 2017-18 include expanding outreach efforts 
and identifying and actively recruiting 100 new campers next summer.

We look forward to today’s successful luncheon and want to also 
acknowledge the incredible effort of our Luncheon Committee and 
of course Ann and Pat Brumbaugh’s leadership serving as our 2017 
Luncheon Chair.

With our sincere appreciation,

		   
Robert G. Shaw			   Jennifer Odom 
Executive Director 		  Chairman, Board of Directors 
Camp Kudzu, Inc			   Camp Kudzu, Inc



Sharon Loy

 
Brightwell Talent Solutions

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta (CHOA)
King & Spalding

Northside Hospital
The Law Firm of Ann Brumbaugh

Bryan Cave and Jennifer Odom
CarterBaldwin Executive Search

IBERIABANK
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Lamons and Dr. and Mrs. William Allen III

WellStar Health System
Resurgens Orthopaedics

Atlanta Journal Constitution
Atlanta Magazine 

Trinity Press



What privilege it is to be here today with young people who strive to 
prevail over diabetes.  These people are remarkable not just for what 
they are accomplishing with their lives, but for the heart they have for the 
generation that follows them.

My family’s story with diabetes began in 1994.  My husband and I took 
the diagnosis of our daughter Cammie’s diabetes very hard.  Our family 
turned inward as we dealt with its almost hourly demands on her life. I 
know I would have been a better mother if I had learned from others at 
programs that Camp Kudzu now offers to families.

By the time our youngest son was diagnosed with diabetes, we had the 
technical knowledge to cope.  But our hearts were exceedingly heavy.  
Offering Ellis the chance to go to camp was the silver lining in a very dark 
cloud for him.

I would not be here today, and Camp would not have grown to serve 700 
children and teens a year, without the wonderful people who helped 
found and develop our organization and serve our kids.   Some have been 
on our Board, some on our staff and some as volunteers.   Many are here 
today.  Several are in my family, including John, Cammie and my husband 
Billy. Thank you all!

I treasure your friendship and hard, hard work throughout the years.  
Together we have offered hundreds of children and teens a chance to 
feel free, accepted, supported and nurtured.  Yes, they learned about 
managing diabetes, but more importantly, they grew in confidence and 
resilience.

The time is right to make room for all the brilliance you’ll see today!  So 
let’s be inspired by our young people and strengthen our resolve to keep 
changing young lives for the better!

Love,



In recognition of Alex Allen’s retirement after 18 years as a Founder 
Board Member, lead volunteer and Executive Director — Camp Kudzu 
will rename of the Light the Way Award, that recognizes dedication to 
educating, empowering and inspiring children with T1D and the broader 
community, as the “Alexandra Allen Light the Way Award.” 

During the 10th Annual Benefit Luncheon, Camp Kudzu presents the 
inaugural class of the Camp Kudzu Ambassadors:  Kaki Bennett, Jamie 
Cross, Anna Rambo, Katie Rhea, Kelsey Rogowski and Andrew 
Sturniolo. 

The Camp Kudzu Annual Benefit Luncheon, scheduled for 
November 14th, will raise more than $250,000 for scholarships.

THANK YOU ALEX!

Camp Kudzu is Celebrating leadership

Camp Kudzu 2017 Annual Benefit Luncheon 
Committee and Staff

Camp Kudzu Salutes Alex Allen for her18 Years of Empowering, 
Educating, and Inspiring Children Living with T1D!



Thank you to all who strive to make a difference in the lives 
of the children we love.

The Lamons and Allen Families

Eloise, Frank, Harrison, Helen, Mallory, Chris and Paige
Billy, Alex, John, Cammie and Ellis

The Lamons The Allens



Catherine “Kaki” Bennett
Years as a camper: 8
Years as volunteer staff: 2
Roles at camp: Counselor-In- Training 
(CIT), Counselor, CIT Head Staff

Kaki is currently in her 2nd year of 
Medical School at Emory University.

Jamie Cross
Years as a camper: 9
Years as volunteer staff: 8
Roles at camp: Counselor-In-Training 
(CIT), Counselor, Medical Clinician-In-
Training (MCIT), Clinician

Jamie works as a Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit Nurse at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta.

Anna Rambo
Years as a camper: 9
Years as volunteer staff: 7
Roles at camp: Counselor-In-Training 
(CIT), Counselor, 8-12 year old Girls 
Head Staff, Year-round Office Staff

Anna works as the Program Coordinator 
in the Camp Kudzu Office. 



Andrew Sturniolo
Years as a camper: 7
Years as volunteer staff: 8
Roles at camp: Counselor-In-Training 
(CIT), Counselor, 8-12 year old Boys 
Head Staff

Andrew is currently a Financial 
Specialist in the Medical Mergers & 
Acquisitions field.

Kelsey Rogowski
Years as a camper: 4
Years as volunteer staff: 9
Roles at camp: Counselor-In-Training 
(CIT), Counselor, CIT Head Staff, Teen 
Girls Head Staff

Kelsey works as a Clinical Research Co-
ordinator within the Aflac Cancer and 
Blood Disorders Center at Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston.

Katie Rhea
Years as a camper: 6
Years as volunteer staff: 11
Roles at camp: Counselor-In-Training 
(CIT), Counselor, CIT Head Staff

Katie is employed by Gwinnett County 
Public Schools as a Special Education 
Teacher.



EDUCATES



Jennifer Odom, Chair of the Board
Richard Bartolanzo, Treasurer and Finance Chair

Kristin Goran, Secretary

Robert G. Shaw, Executive Director
Sandy Yates, Development Director

Doris Pierce-Hardy, Development Manager
Mandy Conroy, Interim Camp Director

Anna Albritton, Clinical Program Manager
Whitney LeHew, Outreach and Program Manager

LaShonda Reese, Administrative Coordinator
Anna Rambo, Program Coordinator

Richard Bartolanzo
David Evans

Kristin Goran
Todd Klumok
Scott Merlin

Andrew B. Muir, M.D.
Jennifer Odom

W. Everette Peaden
Matthew Newton

Brad Pugh
W. Scott Richards
Tiffany Richburg

Joshua Rubin
Clint Smith
Jim Soggs

Kathy Womack
Kevin Zgonc



Sharon Loy is proud to support 
Camp Kudzu

“My wish is that every child with type 1 
diabetes in Georgia could attend camp!”  

Thank you Camp Kudzu for all that you do for 
these kids!

Sharon Loy and Family



RETAINED SEARCH

CONTINGENT SEARCH

PROFESSIONAL STAFFING

★ Ranked Top 100 Fastest Growing  

Private Companies in Atlanta

★ Ranked #4 Retained Search Firm in Atlanta

by Atlanta Business Chronicle 

BrightWellTalent.com

404-843-9200



The Future is

northside.com

Bright!



 

 

 

 
 
678.448.0000 
www.carterbaldwin.com 
  

CarterBaldwin Executive Search is a 
proud sponsor of Camp Kudzu. With a son 

who has T1 diabetes, CarterBaldwin 
Founding Partners, Dave and Jennifer 

Sobocinski, are all too familiar  with the 
challenges diabetes presents and how it 

can affect every aspect of family life. 
CarterBaldwin is thankful for the work 

Camp Kudzu performs in helping children 
have a great camp environment – where 
they get to be ‘just kids’! Thank you to 

Camp Kudzu from the entire 
CarterBaldwin team! 



EMPOWERS



www.iberiabank.com
8 locations in Metro Atlanta to serve you

Covering diabetes care since 1991

Expanding to meet the needs of children 
and adolescents with Type 1 diabetes

Staffing camp for the past 16 years

1800 Howell Mill Rd. NW Ste. 475 | Atlanta, GA 30318
P: (678) 961-2100  |  F: (678) 961-2107



©2017 Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Inc. All rights reserved. MED 969439.js.11/17

Diabetes services 
Because kids deserve to be healthy

choa.org/diabetes



WellStar and Mayo Clinic. 
Working together. Working for you.
Achieving our vision of world-class healthcare is even 
closer now that we are a proud member of the Mayo 
Clinic Care Network, an innovative collaboration which 
brings the expertise of Mayo to our patients. As the first 
and only member of the Mayo Clinic Care Network in 
metro Atlanta, our depth of specialty care is enhanced 
with new resources and tools while keeping patient care 
right here at home. 

Innovation. World-class care. WellStar. 

For more information, please visit wellstar.org/mayo.
For physician referral, please call 770-956-STAR (7827).



Promoting active lifestyles for people 
of all ages and all abilities

Current Projects
All Ability Playgrounds

DanceAbility
Blaze Sports

SafeKids of Georgia
North Metro Miracle League

Camp Kudzu
Fragile Kids Foundation

Youth Baseball Injury Prevention
Arthritis Foundation

For more information visit www.resurgensfoundation.com where you can learn 
more and support our foundation by making an online donation today.



PHIL SOUTHERLAND – 2010 
JANE DEAN – 2011

INGER HANSEN, MD - 2012
MELANIE BOLTAX - 2013
ELOISE LAMONS – 2014

HOLLY HAILEY- 2015
CHRIS CANN – 2016

	

	

	

Camp	Kudzu	has	had	a	tremendous	positive	
influence	on	my	life	for	the	past	8	years	that	I	
have	been	attending	their	summer	camps	and	
teen	retreats.	Every	year	I	look	forward	to	going	
to	camp	and	I	always	have	an	amazing	time	
thanks	to	all	the	volunteers	and	Kudzu	staff.	
Specifically,	Mrs.	Alex,	who	has	changed	my	life	
forever	because	of	everything	she	has	done	for	
children	with	diabetes.	Because	of	her	I	have	
learned	many	life	skills	and	met	some	of	my	
closest	friends.	I	will	forever	be	grateful	for	the	
effect	she	has	had	on	my	life	and	how	hard-
working	and	determined	she	is.	One	thing	that	is	
extremely	special	about	Mrs.	Alex	is	that	she	
really	gets	to	know	each	and	every	camper	on	a	
personal	level.	Her	kindness	and	generosity	will	
forever	be	remembered.	Thank	you	Mrs.	Alex,	I	
love	you!	
-Spencer	Boykin	



INSPIRES



Chris Cann
Julie Carson

Consuelo Ecuyer
Robin Gleason
Kristin Goran
Holly Hailey
Lisa Herman
Lisa Klumok

Eloise Lamons
Sharon Loy

Jennifer Odom
Sandi Ross

Tiffany Richburg
Pamela Siglin

Jennifer Sobocinski
Jan Studdard

Shannon Waldner
Amy Wethington

Kathy Womack
Melissa Zgonc

Thank you to the Benefit Luncheon Committee for dedicating 
your time and efforts in creating a dynamic and memorable 

event benefitting Camp Kudzu.  We cannot thank you enough 
for all that you have done!

Ann and Pat Brumbaugh

Bennett Thrasher LLP
Chris and Alex Cann

Julie and Warren Carson
Cohen, Pollock, Merlin & Small, PC

Cathie Crawford/Lynne Jenkins
Insulet

Junior League of Atlanta, Inc. 4W4
Lisa and Todd Klumok

Medtronic
PPI

Tiffany Richburg
Duke Roos
Sandi Ross

Nicole “Nicky” Rudd
Merideth Sasser
Kathy Womack





Camp Kudzu educates, empowers and inspires 
children with diabetes.

5885 Glenridge Drive, Suite 160 • Atlanta, Georgia 30328
www.campkudzu.org


